Poem chosen: To A Daughter Leaving Home Poem by Linda Pasta
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Linda Pastan Poem, “To A Daughter Leaving Home”, is a metaphor making comparison of a bike riding lesson to a girl leaving home for the first time. The mother recalls the life teachings to her daughter in preparation for future life with husband. The fact the mother was teaching the girl to ride her bike, was a metaphorical sense, “taking off” implying to start living on her own due to the fact that she is “taking off”. Mother has mixed reactions of sadness and excitement. She is excited as way back she was excited teaching her daughter at 8 and daughter learned to ride the bike evidence by doing exactly. She is sad because of the fact that separation was inevitable as she was taking off to start her life. 
Thesis statement
The poem was authored to illustrate the pride and heartache of guardians watching their little ones become more independent in their life.
